
19 May 2017 Term 2,   Week 5 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends,  

Building Update: 

The building works are continuing on time at this stage. This week we will see: 

 Sliding doors go in between prep and year one room 

 Work on the new storage shed for the early years be finalised 

 The early year’s toilets and teacher resource room continues 

 Construction of our new balustrades, landing and stair treads on both staircases 
continues. 

And most importantly the framing and sheeting of our older student’s classrooms 
continues. We aim to have windows and doors in next week before we begin the painting 
and carpeting.  

We also thank you for your patience and understanding as we juggle classes and teaching 
spaces. All staff have been so impressed with the adaptability and understanding of all the 
students. We also know that from the short term pain moving back into our brand new 
refurbished rooms will be wonderful for our whole community.  

Cross Country: 

Unfortunately due to the wet weather on Friday, which cleared beautifully for the rest of 
the weekend we have postponed the Cross Country until Friday June 2nd. The time of 9am 
will remain the same as the venue of Windsor Park.  

Media Safety: 

Being a parent is extremely difficult in a period of technological advancement and media 
exposure that we as children just did not have access to.  

I ask all parents to reflect on their own children’s access to the media and the internet. 
Some questions for your thought are below: 

 Where does my child access the internet? 

 How much time is my child spending on a computer? 

 Do I know what my child is watching on the computer/TV? 

 Do I know the classification of the computer game or TV show my child is watching? 

 Does my child have access to Social Media? 

 Does my child use Facebook, Instagram etc? 

Knowing the classification of a TV program or computer game is the easiest way to restrict 
children’s exposure to inappropriate content. Sometimes playing the game, especially 
online, helps parents decide whether the material is suitable for their child.  

Student Attendance: 

Coming to school and on time and being ready for class when the school bell rings is 
extremely important. Missing the first 5-10 minutes of each day does not allow children to 
settle and start the day calmly and organised. 10 minutes per day is 50 minutes a week and 
will add up to more than a week of missed school each year. Keeping children at home 
when they are sick is important. Likewise, it is also extremely important that students 
maintain a regular attendance.  

Have a great week, 

Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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APRE 
Mr Dean Estreich 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  

SCHOOL / PARISH MASS  

We invite all families and parishioners to our celebration of Eucharistic next Wednesday 
May 24, 9a.m. in Holy Rosary Church. We will recognise especially at the mass Mary Help 
of Christians, Patron of Australia. We are always delighted with the support from parents 
and friends that we receive at these Parish/School Masses. I look forward to singing with 
our students and staff in thanksgiving, especially some of the new hymns that we have 
been learning with Mrs McCourt on Monday afternoons. 

Something to think about 

A friend of mine shared a video with me about work/life balance and how much time we 
spend with family (especially our children) and how much time we devote to work. In the 
video the dads participating in the program had to ask their children about the three most 
memorable and enjoyable events or things they have ever done. The next question was, if 
you are not part of these big events or occasions then why not?  

I was happy and reassured that when I asked my son, Luke and daughter, Alanna this 
question that they spoke of our camping trips, weekly sports, special meals and holidays 
with their grandparents. I am mindful that I share my time and efforts so that there is a 
good balance between family time, work, other pursuits and with God. We all need a 
reminder sometimes of what’s important in life, especially with the frenetic pace at which 
we live life these days.   

Here is another story that makes this point about making time for what is really important. 

A man came home from work late, tired and irritated, to find his 6-year-old son waiting for 
him at the door.  

“Hi Dad. I need to know how much you earn an hour.”  

“That’s none of your business! Why would you ask such a thing?”  

“I just need to know, Dad.”  

“If you must know, I make $50 an hour!”  

“Well, Dad, may I borrow $25?”  

The father was furious.  

“If you think I am going to give you money for some silly toy or some other nonsense, then 
you can take yourself to your room right now. I don’t work hard everyday for you to waste 
my money.”  

The boy went quietly to his room. After a while, the father had calmed down and started to 
think. His son didn’t ask for money very often, so he went up to his room.  

“Son, I was a little hard on you earlier. It’s been a long day and I took out my aggravation on 
you. You can have the money, if you really need it.”  

After he thanked his Dad profusely, he reached under his pillow and pulled out some 
crumpled up money.  

When the man saw that the boy already had money, he became angry again.  

“Why do you want more money when you already had that much?”  

“Because I didn’t have enough and now I do. Dad, I now have $50 and that’s enough to buy 
an hour of your time! Please come home early tomorrow so we can play ball and then have 
dinner together.”  

The father was crushed. He put his arms around his son and begged for forgiveness.  

Have a peaceful week,  

Dean Estreich 
Assistant Principal Religious Education (APRE) 

ACTIVE SCHOOL TRAVEL 
Remember that EVERY 
Friday is now Footloose 
Friday. 

NEW Hair Ties & Clips  

We now stock Size-L Hats 

Winter Jumpers & 
Jackets available 
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PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

Dear Parents, 

In her recent book, The Invention of Wings, Sue Monk Kidd presents us with a deeply 
conflicted heroine, Sarah, a highly sensitive woman who grows up the daughter of a slave-
owner and a child of privilege. But Sarah’s moral sensitivity soon trumps her sense of 
privilege and she makes a series of hard choices to distance herself from both slavery and 
privilege.  Perhaps the most difficult among those hard choices was the choice to refuse an 
offer of marriage. Sarah badly wants marriage, motherhood, and children; but, when the 
man she has loved for years finally proposes, there were things inside her that she won’t 
compromise and she ends up saying no.  But a renunciation does not cease being painful 
just because it’s has been made for a noble reason. Throughout her life, Sarah often feels an 
acute regret for her choice, for having her principles trump her heart. However she 
eventually makes peace with her regrets. Feeling the bitterness of her loss more acutely on 
the day of her sister’s wedding, she shares with her sister how: “I longed for it [marriage] in 
that excruciating way one has of romanticizing the life that she didn’t choose. But sitting 
here now, I knew if I’d accepted Israel’s proposal, I would have regretted that too. I’d 
chosen the regret that I could live with the best, that’s all.”  There will always be regrets in 
our lives, deep regrets. Thomas Aquinas wrote: “Every choice is a renunciation.”  For this 
reason, we find it so difficult to make hard choices, particularly as these pertain to any type 
of permanent commitment. We want the right things, but we do not want to forego other 
things. We want it all!  But we can’t have it all, no matter how full of talent, energy, and 
opportunity we are; and sometimes it takes us a long time to properly understand why.  
Much of what’s wrong on this planet is our doing. But our frustrations ultimately tap into a 
deeper, less-culpable root, the inadequacy of life itself. Life, this side of eternity, is not 
whole. We, this side of eternity, are not whole. … in this life all symphonies must remain 
unfinished.  This has many implications, not least the simple (though not-easily-digestible) 
fact that we can’t have it all or do it all. Our lives have very real limits and we need to stop 
crucifying what we have and what we have achieved by what we haven’t got and what we 
haven’t achieved. Despite the current myth to the contrary, no one gets it all!  Most of us, I 
suspect, can relate to some of these regrets: I’ve raised my children well, but now I will 
never go anywhere professionally. I’m very successful at work, but I am less successful as a 
husband and father. I never married for the wrong reasons, but now I am single and alone. 
I’ve sacrificed ordinary life for an ideal, but now I fiercely miss what I’ve had to give up. Or, 
like Sue Monk Kidd’s, Sarah:  I’ve never compromised my principles, but that has a brought 
a brutal loneliness into my life.  It’s never a matter of living with regrets or without them. 
Everyone has regrets. Hopefully, though, we’ve chosen the regret we can live with best.  
(from Ron Rolheiser) 

Mary MacKillop would say:  “Have patience with your own defects.” 

Have a ‘guilt-free’ week.  

God bless,  
Sr Anne  
School Pastoral Worker 

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

Today’s recipe is gluten free.  Although we have no children with coeliac disease, (this 
means - simply put! - they are unable to eat anything with gluten in it) you may know of 
people with this disease.  There are many items on the shelves in the supermarket, either 
packet cakes ready to make or ready-made food.  If they are clearly labelled ‘gluten free’ or 
have the following logo attached, then they are usually safe to provide.  If you are making 
your own icing, it must be with icing sugar, not icing mixture.  Be careful not to have regular 
flours on the bench at the same time.  

SCHOOL AWARDS (wk4) 

Principal  

Prep Mirii & Adhiraj 

Yr 1 James 

Yr 2  

Yr 3/4 Joshua & Lethae 

Yr 5/6 Saesha & Kim 

Sr Anne  

MAY 

2nd Jett & Summer 

13th Kathleen 

15th Chanel 

18th Dominic & Halle 

24th Joshua 

27th Clancy 

Preparation Sessions  

 Sun 21st May: 9.15-
10.15am St Anne’s Hall 

 Thu 25th May: 3.30-4.30pm 
Holy Cross Church 

 Sun 28th May: 9.15-
10.15am St Anne’s Hall 

Confirmation 

 Sun 4th June: 11am 
Holy Cross Church 



PH:  07 3857 4803 
Fax:  07 3857 5039 
Email: pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 

22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030  
PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

Find us and like our Facebook page: 
St Mary of the Cross School Windsor www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 

Page 4 

GLUTEN FREE APPLE MUFFINS (makes 12) 

Ingredients 

 2 ½cups gluten-free self-raising flour 

 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 

 ¾ cup firmly packed brown sugar 

 1 cup milk 

 ½ cup vegetable oil 

 1 egg, lightly beaten 

 2 small pink lady apples 

 Warmed honey, to serve (optional) 

Method 

1. Preheat oven to 190°C / 170°C fan-forced. 
2. Grease a 12-hole, ⅓cup-capacity muffin pan.  
3. Combine flour, cinnamon and ⅔ cup brown sugar in a bowl. Make a well in the centre. Add milk, oil and egg. Using a wooden spoon, 

stir until just combined.  
4. Peel and grate 1 apple. Fold grated apple into muffin mixture. Spoon mixture into holes of prepared pan.  
5. Core and quarter remaining apple. Thinly slice. Arrange 2 to 3 apple slices on top of each muffin. Sprinkle with remaining brown 

sugar.  
6. Bake for 20 to 25 minutes or until browned and cooked through.  
7. Stand in pan for 5 minutes.  
8. Transfer to a wire rack to cool.  
9. Serve drizzled with honey, if desired.  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
You may have seen an article in the Weekend Australian in relation to school funding.   The information in the article regarding fees and prospective 
fee increases is not correct.   Our school is part of the Brisbane Catholic Education system and is part of what is called a "group funding" scheme, 
which is not taken into account in the compilation of the figures in the newspaper.  

To provide you with further information in relation to school funding please read the following message from Pam Betts, Executive Director of 
Brisbane Catholic Education, in response to the current funding debate. 

Federal Funding 

In the past fortnight, the Federal Government has released some figures outlining its funding allocation for schools in 2018 and beyond. It has also 
produced a calculator on its website which purports to show funding figures for each school. Please be aware that the dollar figures for each school’s 
funding, listed on the government’s website, are not an accurate reflection of the money actually received by each school. This is because – as the 
site itself notes – the amounts listed do not take into account the impact of the Catholic Education system’s “group funding” arrangements. (Under 
this system, all federal funding for Catholic schools is pooled together, and then redistributed according to a needs-based formula which reflects 
locally-identified areas of need.) 

Thus, the raw federal funding figures listed on the website and in the newspaper are not reflective of the actual amounts received by each Catholic 
school, now or in the future. Some schools will receive more than the figures listed; others will receive less.  

Next year, Brisbane Catholic Education, as a system of schools, will receive a federal funding increase which we currently estimate to be around 3%. 
We thank the Federal Government for this support and for its commitment to continue to provide fair and equitable funding over the next decade. 

There remains some areas of contention about the way in which the federal government has structured its new funding package, which we believe 
does disadvantage Catholic schools in comparison with independent and state schools. We are continuing to discuss these aspects of the package 
with the government. 

Information about actual funding received by schools from all sources (also including state government funding and school fees) is available on the 
My School website. 

Catholic Education continues to stress our belief in a fair, transparent and needs-based model for school funding and welcomes the Federal 
Government’s commitment to such a system.  

More information will be provided as it becomes available. 


